Free jejunal transfer for patients with a history of esophagectomy and gastric pull-up.
Some patients who undergo pharyngolaryngoesophagectomy with free jejunal transfer reconstruction have a history of esophagectomy and gastric pull-up. We retrospectively reviewed a series of 12 patients to examine the characteristic problems in free jejunal transfer for patients with a history of esophagectomy and gastric pull-up. There was no postoperative thrombosis. No anastomotic leakage or fistula was found. Five of 12 patients presented postoperatively with dysphagia. Two of the 5 patients showed stricture at the distal anastomosis. Three of the 5 patients showed no stricture. However, their reconstructed tracts were tortuous around the distal anastomosis, which could be a cause of dysphagia. Even in patients with a history of esophagectomy and gastric pull-up, free jejunal transfer can be performed safely, although the functional outcome of swallowing is not always satisfactory.